
729

Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 / May 27

football team; Mark Richt, head coach, Uni-
versity of Georgia football team; Randy Shan-
non, head coach, University of Miami foot-
ball team; Charlie Weis, head coach, Univer-

sity of Notre Dame football team; and Jack
Siedlecki, head coach, Yale University foot-
ball team.

Remarks Following a Tour of Silverado Cable Company in Mesa, Arizona
May 27, 2008

The President. I’ve come to Silverado for
a couple of reasons: one, to remind our
fellow citizens how important small busi-
nesses are to the backbone of our economy.
These two brothers started this company
with five employees.

Robert Simpson. Five employees.
The President. How many you got now?
Robert Simpson. We have 70.
The President. Seventy. One of the things

that’s important in law is to encourage cer-
tain behavior, and the stimulus package we
passed encouraged investment. And so
the—these guys were showing me a new
laser machine they purchased this year.
And they purchased it this year because
the stimulus package provided a tax incen-
tive to do that. And the reason why that’s
important is when the economy slowed
down, we wanted to stimulate activity.

And so the fact that they purchased the
machine meant somebody had to make the
machine. And when somebody makes a ma-
chine, it means there’s jobs at the machine-
making place. Plus, their employees are
more productive; they’re more competitive.
It makes it more likely they’re going to
keep their business and expand their busi-
ness.

And so the first thing I want to do is,
one, thank you for being entrepreneurs,
and two, remind our citizens that this stim-
ulus package that we passed in Congress
is just beginning to kick in. And it’s going
to make a positive contribution to economic
growth.

The other thing that’s important to re-
member is that a company such as these—

as this one pays taxes at the individual in-
come tax rate. So when you hear these
politicians campaign and say, ‘‘We’re going
to raise taxes, oh, just on the rich people,’’
they’re raising taxes on companies like
Silverado.

What you don’t want to do is take money
out of the treasuries of these small busi-
nesses across America. If you’re interested
in economic vitality and growth, you want
these—owners of these small businesses to
have more money to invest. It’s good for
their employees, it’s good for their growth,
and it’s good for our Nation.

And so I strongly urge the United States
Congress to make the tax relief we passed
permanent so that companies such as
Silverado don’t have to worry about what
their tax burden is going to be in 2 years
come. See, we’re in—we have times of eco-
nomic uncertainty right now, and what cre-
ates more uncertainty for owners of busi-
nesses like these is whether or not their
taxes are going to go up.

And Congress ought to just declare once
and for all: We’re going to make the tax
cuts we passed permanent. It will be—add
peace of mind for these business leaders.
It’ll make it easier for their employees to
keep a job. It’ll make it easier for them
to do what they want to do and take care
of their—people that work here.

And so I’m thrilled to be with you. Con-
gratulations on——

Robert Simpson. It’s our pleasure. Thank
you so much, Mr. President.

The President. Congratulations on being
dreamers and doers.
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Mitch Simpson. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent. Thank you.

The President. Yes, sir. I loved meeting
your employees too.

Robert Simpson. Well, if you have just
a minute, I have a few more back there.

The President. All right, good. Thank
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:07 p.m. In
his remarks, he referred to Robert Simpson,
president, and Mitch Simpson, vice presi-
dent, Silverado Cable Co.

Statement on the Situation in Burma
May 27, 2008

I am deeply troubled by the Burmese
regime’s extension of National League for
Democracy general secretary and Nobel
Peace Prize winner Aung San Suu Kyi’s
house arrest on May 27. Aung San Suu
Kyi’s current house arrest dates back to
May 2003, when she was detained following
the murderous assault by regime-sponsored
thugs on her motorcade in Depayin. The
United States calls upon the regime to re-
lease all political prisoners in Burma and

begin a genuine dialogue with Aung San
Suu Kyi, the National League for Democ-
racy, and other democratic and ethnic mi-
nority groups on a transition to democracy.

The United States will continue to help
the people of Burma recover from the dev-
astation of Cyclone Nargis and will con-
tinue to support the Burmese people’s
long-term struggle for freedom. Laura and
I look forward to the day when the people
of Burma know true liberty and democracy.

Commencement Address at the United States Air Force Academy in
Colorado Springs, Colorado
May 28, 2008

Thank you. Mr. Secretary, thank you for
the kind introduction. General Moseley,
General Regni, Mr. Congressman: Thank
you. Academy staff and faculty, distin-
guished guests, and proud family members:
I am so pleased to stand before the future
leaders of the United States Air Force.

I have something I’d like to say to the
Cadet Wing: Class of 2008! [Applause] Yes,
that’s good. I was a little worried you we’re
going to yell, ‘‘Give him the Bird!’’ [Laugh-
ter]

You’re the 50th graduating class in the
history of the Air Force Academy. Each
of you has worked hard to reach this mo-

ment. You survived ‘‘Beast,’’ ‘‘Terrazzo
sailing,’’ ‘‘fatty bags’’ at Mitch’s. [Laughter]
You earned your ‘‘prop and wings’’ at
Pinnacle. And today you will receive your
degree and commission as Air Force
officers. Your teachers are proud of you,
your parents are proud of you, and so is
your Commander in Chief. Job well done.

The superintendent informs me that
some of you are still on restriction. [Laugh-
ter] It might be because you were caught
running from the ‘‘lightning van.’’ [Laugh-
ter] Or it might be because of ‘‘Jimmy
Chad’s apple.’’ [Laughter] Whatever the
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